Indiana Home Care Task Force



A voluntary alliance of more than seventy organizations working for home and community based care for Hoosiers.

SEA 493 – Talking Points & Action Steps for Concerned Citizens


       

Senate Enrolled Act 493 was designed to re-balance Indiana’s system of long term care and bring Hoosiers home.  Passed unanimously by the 2003 Indiana General Assembly and signed into law by our late Governor Frank O’Bannon, SEA 493 is the law.  

SEA 493 must be implemented and you can make the difference!

You can help by contacting Governor Joe Kernan and candidate Mitch Daniels.  

Ask them to:

1. Make re-balancing Indiana’s long term health care system an important and visible part of their election campaign.

2. Commit to a full implementation of all provisions contained within SEA 493.

Governor Joe Kernan

Statehouse Rm. 206
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Phone:  317-232-4567

Fax:  317-232-3443

E-mail: jkernan@state.in.us
Below, is a description of the key provisions of SEA 493.  These provisions are the tools that will allow Hoosiers to access the long term care options that are most appropriate for them and their families.  
1. Senate Enrolled Act 493, unanimously passed by the 2003 Indiana General Assembly, must be implemented within the confines of the state and federal dollars already appropriated for all Medicaid funded long term care services.  This includes all monies appropriated for Medicaid funded nursing home care and home and community based services.  If properly administered by the Family & Social Services Administration (FSSA), SEA 493 will actually save money by dramatically reducing Indiana’s over-utilization of nursing home care – the most expensive form of long term care.

2. SEA 493 rebalances the way public money (Medicaid) is spent on long term care – spending fewer dollars on nursing home care and more on home and community based care (HCBC).

3. SEA 493 allows Medicaid dollars to follow the client from nursing homes to home and community based care.  The savings generated from this more efficient and more desired care can be used to help reduce the large number of Hoosiers (estimated at 35,000) that are currently on waiting lists to receive HCBC services.  The bill also mandates that the state track these savings so it can better plan for future needs and services.

4. SEA 493 protects the spouse from being impoverished when the Medicaid funded services are provided at home. These are the same spousal protections that have been available in the past to nursing home residents.
5. SEA 493 establishes a caretaker support program to assist, educate, and support those who provide the unpaid care for their loved ones who are receiving HCBC services. These services include counseling, support groups, training and respite care.
6. SEA 493 raises the income eligibility standard for HCBC Medicaid waivers to correspond with those for nursing facility care.  An individual must have resided in the state for at least 90 days in order to be eligible for HCBC services.

7. SEA 493 directs the state to apply for an additional 20,000 Medicaid waiver slots for home and community based care.
8. SEA 493 expands services available to include personal care services and all the other services currently provided through the state funded CHOICE program.
· Any home and community based service that is available through the CHOICE program or any state Medicaid waiver.

· Personal care services

· Self-directed care

· Assisted Living, adult foster care, & adult day care services

· The provisions of durable medical equipment, housing modifications, adaptive medical and non-medical equipment and devices

· Any other service that is necessary to maintain an individual in a home and community based setting

9. SEA 493 expands client rights under Medicaid waivers.  An individual who receives Medicaid services though a waiver shall receive a personalized care plan, advocacy on behalf of their individual interests, information & referral to appropriate services, and monitoring of the quality of care they receive.
10. SEA 493 establishes the right to self-directed care to anyone receiving publicly funded HCBC Services. (Required by July 1, 2004)

11. SEA 493 allows the State to use volunteers to identify persons in nursing homes who would be more appropriately served through HCBC services.

12. SEA 493 directs the State to establish a system of integrated services which will enhance the viability and availability of HCBC services.  These services will help the aging and disabled to be more functional and productive in the community and will also allow more and better trained HCBC service providers to reach them.  These services include improved transportation, more choices in housing, education, and workforce development.
Information for this fact sheet comes from The Generations Project – www.generationsproject.org – 317-423-7108
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