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             How SEA 493 Changes the System:
11 Important Points   

1. Rebalances the way public money (Medicaid) is spent on long term care – spending fewer dollars on nursing home care and more on HCBC. 
2. Allows Medicaid dollars to follow the client from nursing homes to home & community based care. The savings generated from this more efficient and more desired care can be used to help reduce the large number of Hoosiers (over 27,000) that are currently on waiting lists to receive HCBC. The bill also mandates that the state track these savings so it can better plan for the future needs and services.

3. Protects the spouse from being impoverished when the Medicaid funded services are provided at home.  
· Changes the amount of assets a couple can keep to qualify for Medicaid in-home waiver services from $2250 to be identical to the spousal impoverishment protections provided if the person was receiving care in a nursing home.
· Allows for protection of half of the couple’s countable assets of up to $90,660. 
· Care receiver’s assets are used towards care until his/her assets have been reduced to $1,500.

· The spouse may keep all of his/her personal income. The care receiver must use most of his/her income to pay for the cost of care with personal income paying first, then Medicaid. The cared-for spouse may keep a personal needs allowance of $52/month.
4. Establishes a caretaker support program to assist, educate, and support those who provide the unpaid care for their loved ones who are receiving HCBS.
· Information for caretakers about available services.
· Assistance to caretakers in gaining access to the services.
· Individual counseling, organization of support groups, and caretaker training to assist caretakers in making decisions and solving problems in the individual's role as caretaker.
· Respite care to offer caretakers temporary relief from caretaker responsibilities.
5. Raises the income eligibility standard for HCBS Medicaid waivers to correspond with those for nursing facility care. An individual must have resided in the state for at least ninety (90) days in order to be eligible for HCBS (This has not changed.).   
· Allows individuals with income of not more than three hundred percent (300%) of the federal Supplemental Security Income level (countable monthly income of $1656/individual) to receive services; those with incomes above 300% of SSI must spend down to that level. (Former rules required a monthly spend down to $545 before Medicaid would pay for services.) 
6. Directs the state to apply for an additional 20,000 Aged and Disabled Medicaid waiver slots.
7. Expands services available to include personal care services and all the other services currently provided through the state funded CHOICE program
· Any home and community based service that is available through: the CHOICE program; or any state Medicaid waiver.

· Personal care services.

· Self-directed care.

· Assisted living.

· Adult foster care.

· Adult day care services.

· The provision of durable medical equipment or devices.

· Housing modifications.

· Adaptive medical equipment and devices.

· Adaptive nonmedical equipment and devices.

· Any other service that is necessary to maintain an individual in a home and community-based setting.
8. Expands client rights under Medicaid wavers. An individual who receives Medicaid services through a Medicaid waiver shall receive the following:
· Development of a care plan addressing the individual's needs.
· Advocacy on behalf of the individual's interests.
· The monitoring of the quality of community and home care services provided to the individual.
· Information and referral services on community and home care services if the individual is eligible for these services.
9. Establishes the right to self-directed care to anyone receiving publicly funded home and community based services. (Before July 1, 2004)
10. Allows the state to use volunteers to identify persons in nursing homes who would be more appropriately served through HCBS.
11. Directs the state to establish a system of integrated services which will enhance the viability and availability of home and community based care. These services will help the aging and disabled to be more functional and productive in the community and will also allow more HCBS providers reach them and to be better trained to deliver care.  These include improved transportation, more choices in housing, education and workforce development. 


For more information, call John Cardwell at (317) 423.7102 or Will Phillips at (317) 423.7108. Write The Generations Project, c/o AARP, Suite 1275, One North Capitol Avenue, Indianapolis, IN, 46204. You may also contact the Citizens Action Coalition Education Fund at 5420 N. College Ave., Room 100, Indianapolis, IN 46220.

The Generations Project is underwritten in part by The Health Foundation of Greater Indianapolis, The Indianapolis Foundation, The Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust, and the Citizens Action Coalition Education Fund. Management support services are provided by CACEF and AARP Indiana.
http//:www.generationsproject.org








